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Matter Movement,
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But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend
her community. It could also endanger her life.
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Angie Thomas is an author from Jackson, Mississippi whose
work focuses on black young women’s experiences in the
south. In this interview between her and Danya Evans from
The Cut, she is talking about why she writes books like “The
Hate U Give” that address things like police brutality and
the Black Lives Matter movement, even though there could
be a controversial discourse surrounding them. She wishes
to acknowledge how much black women go through, the
prejudices in her own community, and she keeps writing
with the hopes that her work will inspire others to make a
change. With her writing, she hopes to reach two groups of
people in particular: the Black community - especially Black
women - and those who need to be educated on Black life
experiences so they can understand things that have never
affected them.

Thomas wishes to reach out to young Black women and
let them know that they are not alone. That others care
about what they have to say. As a woman of color herself,
Thomas knows exactly how they are feeling at this age:
angry, lost, unheard, and frustrated. She writes where her
character, Starr, has to learn to speak out and hold her
ground; that what she thinks and says matters. Thomas
does this to, in a way, teach other young women how to
find their own voice and strength by relating Starr to
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Phe of the main themes in “The Hate U Give” factors and it

is racism. Thomas has grown up and lived
with racism her entire life so she can write
from experience. She even says in this
interview, “As much as I love Mississippi, I
don't feel like it loves me back as a white
woman” showing how Mmuch this hurts
(Thomas). To love where you come from and
the people close to you, but then feeling
Constantly invalidateq and attacked from a
Community that cannot even fully
understand you has to be a hard thing for
Thomas to live through. Through her books,
other Black Women can learn that even
though they wish to have validation from

their white peers, it is more important that

they find that validation within themselves
@and within theijr Community first: or else they
may never get to experience this.

Angie Thomas states that she would have
published her work to the public sooner if she had
met other influential black authors when she was

younger (Thomas). Because of this, she wants to
be that author for other kids in Mississippi that
wish to make a change or call out injustice - to be
a role model that these kids may not already have.
She wants to stay in Mississippi to see this change
happen and see the black children of Mississippi
prosper. Since Black children are not as
encouraged to become things like writers, if she
does not speak out, they may never be inspired to
do so. That is what keeps her here (Thomas).
Thomas wants the place she grew up in, the place
she loves, to love and respect her the same.
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Madison County schools also have kept
students from reading Thomas’ novel,
according to a 2021-2022 survey by PEN
America. Nearly three-fourths of the 20
books barred were written by authors of
color, including “The Hate U Give,” Toni

Morrison’s “Beloved” and Sherman Alexie’s

“The Absolutely True Diary Of A Part-Time
Indian.”
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